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Pastore Won't Let Up:

His last anti-Mormon column provoked a slew of angry reactions from Mormon readers on
Townhall. This one is even harsher.

Mormonism has almost nothing in common with Christianity. Mormonismi s polytheistic,
it denies original sin, it teaches that both God the Father and God the Holy Spirit have
physical bodies, that Jesus was conceived through sexual intercourse between God the
Father and Mary, that Jesus was the spirit-brother of Lucifer, that Jesus was a polygamist,
that Jesus traveled to the Americas during His three days in the tomb, and that every
Mormon male will one day become a God ruling over his own planet, accompanied by
multiple wives, just as the God of this Earth, named Elohim —who was once a man - has
done here.

Each of these claims are rooted in primary source documents of the Mormon church (see
my Cults Study Guide .pdf available free here.) Another good link to start an examination
of Mormon theology is here.

However, you will not find this information located on the “Basic Beliefs” page of the
official L.D.S. website (here). It is the “meat” you will learn once you’re able to digest the
“milk” of basic Mormon theology. There is a lot of Christian terminology on the official
website, but upon examination, you come to understand that though the terms are
familiar, the meanings of those terms are foreign and heretical.

For now, in the spirit of clarity and to honor brevity, a simple overview of the birth of
Mormonism must suffice.

In 1820, a 14 year old farm boy named Joseph Smith went to the woods to pray about the
religious turmoil going on around his hometown of Palmyra, New York. Revivals had
broken out, and young Joseph didn’t know which of the denominations to join. So, he
prayed for guidance. God the Father and Jesus appeared to him in bodily form, and he
was told, “l was answered that | must join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the
Personage who addressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight;
thatthose professors were all corrupt; that: “they draw near to me with their lips, but their
hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines the commandments of men, having a
form of godliness, but they deny the power thereof.” (Pearl of Great Price, Joseph Smith
History, 1:19).

Joseph claims he was told all Christianity was heretical, and that he would be correcting
eighteen centuries of error.

The Mormon message is clear: historic Christianity false, Joseph Smith’s visions true.
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Three years later, on September 21, 18283, in another vision, the angel Moroni appeared
and told him of an ancient book written on golden plates buried nearby in Hill Cumorah.
He was shown the location, but was prohibited from taking the plates. Moroni told him
the plates recorded the history of an ancient American civilization written in Reformed
Egyptian Hieroglyphics — an utterly unique language for which there is no evidence — and
that he was to translate them with the aid of two magical seer stones called the Urim and
Thummim. Moroni had been given the plates by his father Mormon, and Moroni had
buried them prior to his death in the final great battle between the Nephites and the
Lamanites that took place near Cumorah in 385AD. After 1,400 years, Moroni — now an
angel — had returned to direct Joseph Smith to the plates.

In 1827, Smith was finally allowed to take the plates just long enough to finish the
translation before they were to be returned to Moroni. In May 1829, while Smith and Oliver
Cowdery were praying in a forest near Bainbridge, Pennsylvania, John the Baptist
appeared and conferred the Aaronic priesthood to them. Later, Peter, James, and John
appeared and conferred upon them the Melchizedekian priesthood. The translation was
completed in three years, and the Book of Mormon was published in March, 1830. On
April 6, 1830, Smith and five others formed The Church of Christ in Fayette, New York.
After two name changes over the next four years, they settled on The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Mormonism is not Christian, from its birth it has been anti-Christian.

The first Christians believed they had met the promised Jewish Messiah in fulfillment of
the Old Testament prophecies. It is both correct and proper to say Christianity is the
completion of Judaism.

However, Joseph Smith considered both Judaism and Christianity not incomplete but
false, choosing instead to write his own versions of the Old and New Testaments while
also adding additional holy texts. Had he not claimed to be the “corrected” version of
Christianity, Mormonism would be a false religion. Yet, by claiming to be the “true”
Christianity, he created the archetypical “cult of Christianity.”
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