KING OF KINGS and LORD OF LORDS

On April 18, 1775, a British soldier ordered John Hancock and others to “disperse in the name of George
the Sovereign King of England”; John Adams responded to him:

“We recognize no sovereign but God, and no king but Jesus!”

Most wars have a motto. The motto of World War Il was "Remember Pearl Harbor." The motto during the
Texas war for independence was "Remember the Alamo." The spiritual emphasis, directed towards King
George lll who violated God’s laws, gave rise to a motto during the American Revolution: "No King but King
Jesus." Many in the colonies used the phrase to reject the crown in conversation.

KING of the JEWS

0 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of King Herod, wise men from the east
arrived in Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his
star at its rising and have come to worship him.” (Matthew 2:1-2a)

O Pilate also had a sign made and put on the cross. It said: Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.
Many of the Jews read this sign, because the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city,
and it was written in Aramaic, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate,
“Don’t write, ‘The king of the Jews,” but that he said, ‘Il am the king of the Jews.” ” Pilate replied,
“What | have written, | have written.” (John 19:19-22)

So, for all time, there stands the truth of God that the Jews crucified their king! God has His way of mocking
those who mock Him! In other words, God often fashions what is meant for evil and mockery and creates
a good out of it to save those whom He loves: “You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to
bring about the present result—the survival of many people” (Genesis 50:20)

At the beginning of the Passion week, the multitudes had cried, “Blessed is the King of Israel!” (John 12:13).
Before Pilate, Christ himself bore witness to his “kingdom” (18:36—37). And now His royal title was affixed
to His very “gallow.”

Zechariah 9:9 notes the humble form of
transportation of the Savior: “.. your King
is coming to you; he is righteous and
victorious, humble and riding on a
donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

This humble nature of the Sovereign of
the Universe is noted in Philippians 2:6-8

... who, existing in the form of God,

did not consider equality with God as

something to be exploited. Instead,

he emptied himself by assuming the form of a servant, taking on the likeness of humanity. And when
he had come as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death— even to
death on a cross.
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As well as in John 13:1-2; 4-8

Now before the Passover Festival, Jesus realized that his hour had come to leave this world and return
to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. [....] Because
Jesus knew that the Father had given everything into his control, that he had come from God, and that
he was returning to God, therefore he got up from the table, removed his outer robe, and took a towel
and fastened it around his waist. Then he poured some water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to dry them with the towel that was tied around his waist.

Then he came to Simon Peter, who asked him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
Jesus answered him, “You do not realize now what | am doing, but later on you will understand.”
Peter told him, “You must never wash my feet!”

Jesus answered him, “Unless | wash you, you cannot be involved with me.”

This is another version of God disrobing divinity, and coming to die as ransom for us, like Philippians:

Many take the story [John 13:1-2; 4-8] as no more than a lesson in humility, quite overlooking the fact
that, in that case, Jesus’ dialogue with Peter completely obscures its significance! But those words,
spoken in the shadow of the cross, have to do with cleansing, that cleansing without which no one
belongs to Christ, that cleansing which is given by the cross alone. As Hunter says, “The deeper
meaning then is that there is no place in his fellowship for those who have not been cleansed by his
atoning death. The episode dramatically symbolizes the truth enunciated in | John 1:7, “We are being
cleansed from every sin by the blood of Jesus’” *!

* See my post for further notes on this verse: “The Totality of God’s Work at Calvary (Grace)”

) u

In Revelation however, we see a shift — Jesus’ “ride” even got upgraded yo! [“Yo” ~ by Josh Goertzen]

Then | saw heaven opened, and there was a white horse. Its rider is called Faithful and True, and with
justice he judges and makes war. His eyes were like a fiery flame, and many crowns were on his head.
He had a name written that no one knows except himself. He wore a robe dipped in blood, and his
name is called the Word of God. The armies that were in heaven followed him on white horses,
wearing pure white linen. A sharp sword came from his mouth, so that he might strike the nations
with it. He will rule them with an iron rod. He will also trample the winepress of the fierce anger of
God, the Almighty. And he has a name written on his robe and on his thigh: KING OF KINGS AND LORD
OF LORDS. (Revelation 19:11-16).

This picture of a returning King is found in the 2" half of that early church creedal statement we read in

part via Philippians:

T Leon Morris, The Gospel according to John, The New International Commentary on the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B. Eerdmans

Publishing Co., 1995), 544-545.
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For this reason, God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so that at
the name of Jesus every knee will bow— in heaven and on earth and under the earth— and every
tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (2:9-11)

Psalm 2:6-9; 110:1-3 reads:

“I' have installed my king on Zion, my holy mountain.” | will declare the LORD’s decree. He said to me,
“You are my Son; today | have become your Father. Ask of me, and | will make the nations your
inheritance and the ends of the earth your possession. You will break them with an iron scepter; you
will shatter them like pottery.” [....] This is the declaration of the LORD to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand

I”

until I make your enemies your footstool.” The LORD will extend your mighty scepter from Zion. Rule
over your surrounding enemies. Your people will volunteer on your day of battle. In holy splendor,

from the womb of the dawn, the dew of your youth belongs to you.
Jeremiah 23:5-6 reads,

“Look, the days are coming” —this is the LORD’s declaration— “when | will raise up a Righteous Branch
for David. He will reign wisely as king and administer justice and righteousness in the land. In his days
Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely. This is the name he will be called: The LORD Is Our
Righteousness.

~ He who gives his testimony to all this says, "Yes indeed! | am coming soon!" So be it. Come, Lord Jesus! ~

In a book by C.S. Lewis called Prince Caspian, a girl named Lucy sees a lion named Aslan [representing
Christ]. She hadn’t seen him in many years. He has changed; he is bigger.

“Aslan, you're bigger,” she says. The lion can talk. He replies: “That is
because you are older, little one.”

“Not because you are?”, she asks. “l am not. But every year you grow, you
will find me bigger.”

So it is with Jesus. The more we trust him, the bigger he gets. Well, he doesn’t
get bigger in a physical sense (Hebrews 13:8). But the more we know him, the
bigger we know him to be.

In considering last week'’s study on faithfulness and obedience.... to whom are
we being faithful to? A lowly humble figure or the Lion of Judah? Is this
dichotomy better viewed as-a-whole to meet the needs of the Body of Christ [His subjects] in our fallen
world? Our Healer and Counselor at times; and in others, the conquering King? Is this Ruler one whom we
can be faithful in? When | say that | have faith in God, | mean that | place my trust in God based on what |
know about him.> What do we know of our Messiah? Is He trusted by His words and deeds? We have a

2 “Certain words can mean very different things to different people. For instance, if | say to an atheist, ‘I have faith in God,” the

atheist assumes | mean that my belief in God has nothing to do with evidence. But this isn't what | mean by faith at all. When |
say that | have faith in God, | mean that | place my trust in God based on what | know about him.” -- William A. Dembski and
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picture of a future ruler and King over a kingdom healed, how does Christ ruling from heaven NOW affect
your understanding of your walk? Your growth? Your view of our promised land?

Michael R. Licona, Evidence for God: 50 Arguments for Faith from the Bible, History, Philosophy, and Science (Grand Rapids, MI:
Baker Books, 2010), 38.
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